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For J im Bell, fifty is nifty! 



The birthday and his walker 



Jim and Kathy 

For 16 years, ever since they 
honeymooned on Aruba, Jim 
and Cathy Bell of Toronto 
have been returning to the is¬ 
land twice a year to relax and 
unwind. “We had been all over 
the Caribbean before Aruba,” 
explained Cathy, “but after our 
first trip here we haven’t gone 
anywhere else - why bother?” 

Usually spending a week in 
April and one in October on 
the island, always at the Holi¬ 
day Inn Sunspree Resort in 
Palm Beach, Jim and Cathy 
found that this year their April 
vacation would also be the first 
time they had ever been on 
Aruba for Jim’s birthday; a 


landmark occasion at that, as 
he hit the big 5-0. 

Kathy was determined to 
make it memorable, for which 
she recruited six of their very 
good friends to join them for 
the celebration; they were only 
too happy to cooperate! John 
and Cindy Fehr and Bruce and 
Karen Worrall had vacationed 
with the Bells on Aruba previ¬ 
ously, but Francine and Doug 
Bowes are fitting in very well 
during their first stay on the is¬ 
land. 

Jim’s birthday was on 
Thursday, April 15, but the ce¬ 
lebration started from the mo¬ 
ment they arrived the Sunday 
before. Flyers were secretly 


Jim Bell is Nifty and Fifty 

distributed around the resort 
informing every guest and em¬ 
ployee that “Fifty is Nifty,” 
and Jim soon found he was a 
celebrity at the Holiday Inn, 
with complete strangers recog¬ 
nizing him and congratulating 
him on his landmark birthday. 
The morning of the big day, 
Jim came out to sit under a 
palapa that he found festooned 
with balloons and decorations, 
prompting beach walkers to 
come over and also offer salu¬ 
tations. 

“It has just been wonder¬ 
ful,” confirmed Jim and Cathy, 
“all the warm wishes from 
hotel guests and employees, 
and the way other vacationers 
on the beach have offered their 
sincere congratulations; this is 
exactly why we come to Aruba 
every year. It has all made the 
day very special.” 

Their evening party at the 
Seabreeze Restaurant in the 
Holiday Inn started with 
Happy Hour under the Gazebo, 
where Jim was presented with 
his gag gift of an inflatable 
walker. The entire group, clad 
in tee shirts made by Cathy de¬ 


claring they were “A friend of 
Jim” invited anyone to join 
them for a drink, with Canada 
hats for their favorite friends 
and bartenders. 

Some might be a little em¬ 
barrassed by hundreds of peo¬ 
ple finding out they hit half a 
century, but Jim reveled in his 
week of celebrity. Their only 
regret was that Cathy’s pa¬ 
rents, Barb and Bill, couldn’t 
join them as long trips are just 


too taxing for them. 

“Our first five years coming 
to Aruba they always vaca¬ 
tioned with us and just loved it 
here,” expressed Cathy, “the 
employees still ask us about 
them after all this time and 
send their regards. We think 
we are going to have to start 
coming in February too, so I 
can celebrate my birthday on 
Aruba!” 
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Le Petit Cafe 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar ' 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 


American 


Monday thru Saturday 8:00 -11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 


All you care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


te PeNt We $21.50 


Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 

Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 
Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY: LIVE MUSIC 7 p.m. till lO p.m 


Flight disruptions in Obama extends health care rights to 
Europe get even worse gay partners 


LONDON, England (AP)) - 
Thick drifts of volcanic ash 
blanketed parts of rural Iceland 
yesterday as a vast, invisible 
plume of grit drifted over Eu¬ 
rope, emptying the skies of 
planes and sending hundreds 
of thousands in search of hotel 
rooms, train tickets or rental 
cars. 

Polish officials worried that 
the ash cloud could threaten 
the arrival of world leaders for 
Sunday’s state funeral for Pre¬ 
sident Lech Kaczynski and his 
wife Maria in the southern city 
of Krakow. 

So far, President Barack 
Obama, Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev and Ger¬ 
man Chancellor Angela Mer¬ 
kel are among those coming 
and no one has canceled. 
Kaczynski’s family insisted 
yesterday they wanted the fu¬ 
neral to go forward as planned 
but there was no denying the 
ash cloud was moving south 
and east. 

The air traffic agency Euro¬ 
control said almost two-thirds 
of Europe's flights were can¬ 
celed today, as air space re¬ 


mained largely closed in 
Britain and across large chunks 
of north and central Europe. 

"The skies are totally empty 
over northern Europe," said 
Brian Flynn, deputy head of 
Eurocontrol, adding "there will 
be some significant disruption 
of European air traffic tomor¬ 
row." 

Southern Iceland's Eyjafjal- 
lajokull glacier began erupting 
for the second time in a month 
on Wednesday, sending ash 
several miles (kilometers) into 
the air. Winds pushed the 
plume south and east across 
Britain, Ireland, Scandinavia 
and into the heart of Europe. 

Officials said it was still 
spewing magma and although 
the eruption could abate in the 
coming days, ash would con¬ 
tinue drifting into the skies of 
Europe. 

Gray ash settled in drifts 
near the glacier, swirling in the 
air and turning day into night. 
Authorities told people in the 
area with respiratory problems 
to stay indoors, and advised 
everyone to wear masks and 
protective goggles outside. 


WASHINGTON (AP) - In a 
move hailed as a step toward 
fairness for same-sex couples, 
President Barack Obama is or¬ 
dering that nearly all hospitals 
allow patients to say who has 
visitation rights and who can 
help make medical decisions, 
including gay and lesbian part¬ 
ners. 

The White House on Thurs¬ 
day released a statement by 
Obama instructing his Health 
and Human Services secretary 
to draft rules requiring hospi¬ 
tals that receive Medicare and 
Medicaid payments to grant all 
patients the right to designate 
people who can visit and con¬ 
sult with them at crucial mo- 


MIAMI, Florida (AP) - 
Cuban-American pop star Glo¬ 
ria Estefan asked President 
Barack Obama to work for the 
freedom of jailed dissidents in 
Cuba during a political 
fundraising event that seemed 
certain to anger the island's 
communist rulers. 

Estefan and her musical en¬ 
trepreneur husband Emilio Es¬ 
tefan hosted a cocktail re¬ 
ception at their Miami home 
for Obama on Thursday eve¬ 
ning, the first of two Demo¬ 
cratic Party fundraisers he at¬ 
tended during a visit to Florida. 

During the reception, 
Obama was given a letter from 
the mother of Cuban dissident 
Orlando Zapata Tamayo, who 
died on February 23 after an 
85-day hunger strike to protest 
prison conditions in Cuba, par¬ 
ticipants in the event said. 

Local media reported 
Obama was also given a letter 
from another Cuban dissident 
hunger striker, Guillermo Fari¬ 
nas, who is seeking the release 
of ailing political prisoners. 
The president also viewed 


ments. 

The designated visitors 
should have the same rights 
that immediate family mem¬ 
bers now enjoy, Obama's in¬ 
structions said. It said Medi¬ 
care-Medicaid hospitals, 
which include most of the na¬ 
tion's facilities, may not deny 
visitation and consultation 
privileges on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or disability. 

The move was called a 
major step toward fairness for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender Americans. 

The new rules, Obama said, 
should "guarantee that all pa- 


photographs of mothers and 
wives of jailed Cuban dissi¬ 
dents, known as the Ladies in 
White, being harassed in Ha¬ 
vana by Cuban security agents 
and pro-government militants, 
local media said. 

Zapata's death and the sub¬ 
sequent incidents involving 
Cuban dissidents in recent 
weeks have triggered interna¬ 
tional criticism of Cuban Pres¬ 
ident Raul Castro's govern¬ 
ment, including a stem denun¬ 
ciation last month from 
Obama. 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados 
(AP) — Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates says he is con¬ 
cerned that drug trafficking 
routes will migrate to the 
Caribbean, which could be¬ 
come an easier target than 
Mexico or Central America. 

Gates met yesterday with 
leaders from seven Caribbean 
islands in a bid to re-enener- 


tients' advance directives, such 
as durable powers of attorney 
and health care proxies, are re¬ 
spected," and that patients' de¬ 
signees be able to "make 
informed decisions regarding 
patients' care." 

The Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign, which backs gay rights, 
called Obama's decision an 
"important action" that was in¬ 
spired in part by a New York 
Times article about a lesbian 
couple in Miami. They were 
kept apart while one lay dying 
in a hospital despite having an 
"advanced health care direc¬ 
tive" asking for full visitation 
rights for each other. 


But Castro, who took over 
the Cuban presidency from his 
ailing elder brother Fidel in 
2008, has rejected the pressure 
for political change and for the 
release of dissidents, saying 
his government will not submit 
to "blackmail." 

Cuban authorities routinely 
portray internal opponents as 
"mercenaries" and "traitors" in 
the pay of the United States 
and describe Miami as a center 
of U.S.-backed "counter-revo¬ 
lution" and hostility against 
communist mle. 


gize U.S. partnerships in the 
region. The U.S. is spending 
$45 million this year to help 
Caribbean nations improve se¬ 
curity and establish social pro¬ 
grams aimed at discouraging 
the drug trade. 

St. Kitts and St. Vincent are 
seen as particularly vulnerable, 
in part because of government 
corruption. 
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The end of Netherlands Antilles getting closer 
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The end of the Netherlands 
Antilles as a unified political 
entity has come a step closer. 
The Antilles consist of two 
groups of islands in the 
Caribbean Sea, Bonaire and 
Curagao, and Saba, St. 
Maarten and St. Eustatius. 
Together they form an au¬ 
tonomous unit within the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
On Thursday, the Lower 
House of the Dutch parlia¬ 
ment agreed that the islands 
of Curasao and Sint Maarten 
would continue as autono¬ 
mous countries within the 
Dutch Kingdom. It is also 
agreed that Bonaire, Sint Eu¬ 
statius and Saba would form 
a kind of local council. 

The Socialist party, the con¬ 
servative VVD, the Freedom 
Party and Rita Verdonk all 
voted against the changes. Fol¬ 
lowing the Lower House’s de¬ 
cision, the Upper House now 
must also approve the reforms. 
The new arrangement is sche¬ 
duled to take effect on 10 Oc¬ 
tober, 2010. 

The Lower House also an¬ 
nounced that a Dutch-Antilles 


police unit that was formed to 
combat serious crime would 
not be dissolved. The cabinet 
had planned a gradual transfer 
of the unit’s activities to local 
police forces during, or at the 
end of the next two years. 
When the transfer is complete, 
the unit will be shut down. 

Curagao and Sint Maarten, 
a major tourist center, say they 
contribute a disproportionately 
large amount to the govern¬ 


ment. The main islands say 
they can stand alone economi¬ 
cally. 

The Dutch colonized the is¬ 
lands, alongside Aruba, in the 
17th century. The territory, 
once called the Dutch West In¬ 
dies, became self-governing in 
1954. Aruba pulled out of the 
federation in 1986 to become 
an autonomous Dutch territory. 
Petroleum refining, tourism 
and offshore finance are the 


mainstays of the economy. 

Curagao, is an oil refining 
and tourist center. Tourism is 
low key on nearby Bonaire, 
where saltpans are home to 
flamingo breeding grounds. 

These three island are lo¬ 
cated off the Venezuelan 
coast 

More than 800 km to the 
north, Sint Maarten, which 
shares an island with the 
French territory of Saint Mar¬ 
tin, has resorts and casinos. 
Sint Eustatius is uncrowded 
and peaceful. The smallest is¬ 
land, Saba, has a rugged land¬ 
scape. High unemployment 
has fuelled emigration, 
mostly to the Netherlands. 

The government of Aruba 
congratulates the people of Cu¬ 
ragao, Bonaire, St. Maar-ten, 
Saba and St. Eustatius for this 
historical achievement and 
wish them all the best in their 
eneavor to work for the well- 
bing of every one living on the 
islands. 

Pabien Curagao, Pabien 
Bonaire, Pabien St. Maarten, 
Pabien Saba, and Pabien St. 
Eustatius. 


Pdvsa's refinery 
on Curacao 
to resume 
operations 
in late April 

CARACAS/WILLEMSTAD- 
Venezuela-operated Isla refin¬ 
ery, which is run by the 
state-run oil company Petro- 
leos de Venezuela (Pdvsa)on 
Curacao, would be ready to 
restart operations in late April 
after overcoming its power 
failure, a spokesman of the re¬ 
finery was quoted as saying by 
a local newspaper. 

The 320,000 bpd Isla refi¬ 
nery halted operations in 
March due to a failure in the 
plant run by Curacao Utilities 
Operating Company (CUOC), 
which provided electricity, 
water and steam to the refi¬ 
nery. 

The spokesman of the refin¬ 
ery said that the company will 
about to purchase seven air 
compressors to repair the 
CUOC unit and the plant could 
start operations later this 
month 
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Xavier University School of Medicine conducts their 18th 
White Coat Ceremony 



The graduates 



Taking the pledge of professional conduct A proud moment when putting on the coat 


The Arnold P. Gold Founda¬ 
tion founded The White Coat 
Ceremony at commencement 
exercises at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity’s College of Physicians 
and Surgeons in 1993, and it 
has become a symbol for gra¬ 
duating medical students 
around the world as the reward 
of their dedication and toil to 
attain a medical degree. 

The students at Xavier Uni¬ 
versity School of Medicine 
(XUSOM) located in Oranjes- 
tad, conducted their 18th 
White Coat Ceremony in the 
Palm Beach Ballroom of the 
Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort 
on Thursday evening, April 15. 
Joining the seventeen gradua¬ 
ting medical students and their 
proud family, friends and fa¬ 
culty for the special occasion 
was Aruban Parliamentarian 


Loma Varlack. 

Members of the MD4 gra¬ 
duating class were each pre¬ 
sented with a personally mo- 
nogrammed white coat bearing 
the school’s insignia and their 
diplomas by Dr. Benjamin L. 
Stalnaker, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs and Dr. Gil 
Apacible, Dean of Basic Sci¬ 
ences, who has been with the 
school since it opened its doors 
on Aruba in 2005. 

President of XUSOM, Mr. 
Ravishankar Bhooplapur, 
acted as MC for the evening, 
welcoming all those that had 
traveled to Aruba for com¬ 
mencement exercises. Guest 
Speaker for the occasion was 
Aruban Dr. Howard van Niel, 
Plastic Surgeon. He touched 
on the complexities of recon¬ 
structive and hand surgery, his 


personal experiences and phi¬ 
losophy in regards to being a 
doctor, and charged the young 
graduates to remember they 
are “always treating a patient- 
not an x-ray or test results, not 
a disease or condition, but a 
patient. Try to understand and 
think like them. He summed 
up by pointing out that “Qua¬ 
lity only happens when you 
care to do your best.” 

Top academic achievement 
by Brianna Da Silva was re¬ 
cognized as she was named 
class Salutatorian and Sadra 
Razi earned the honor of being 
Valedictorian. Sadra thanked 
the faculty for making the study 
of medicine, which she thought 
would be so difficult, “enter¬ 
taining and enthralling” with 
their humor and enthusiasm. 

Upon receiving their white 
coats, Sana Akhter, Henna 
Bhatti, Puneet Chhina, Brianna 
Da Silva, Mariam Hakimza- 
deh, Faraz Javed, Mariea Ma- 
riyanayagam, Kunal Mistry, 
Komal, Maunish and Nilam 
Patel, Rose Paulose, Navneet 
Randhawa, Sadra Razi, Milan- 
deep Singh, Khashayar Tava- 
koli and Todd Wildey stood 
and recited the Medical Stu¬ 
dent Pledge of Professional 
Conduct under the direction of 
Dr. Stalnaker. 




CENTER' ARNRA [y 

1A 

Kite in Aruba, with Arubakitesurfing school. 


New 2010 kites available and lessons, kitesurfaris. 

/ Ms? 

kiteboarding in aruba with style 


Cel: (297) 731-4398 L 

www.arubakitesurfingschool.com 


Located: Fisherman’s Hut . next to Marriott 



Guest speaker Howard van Niel, Parliament member Lorna 
Varlack and Ben Stalnaker, VP of academic affairs. 



Salutatorian Brianna Da Silva 



Valedictorian Sadra Razi 



Dr. Stalnaker, final graduate Todd Wildey and Dean of Basic 
Sciences Dr. Gil Apacible 


Upon receiving their de¬ 
grees, the students will con¬ 
tinue their education in the U.S. 
where the school will place 
them for their clinical rotations 
once they have passed the 


United States Medical Licens¬ 
ing Examination (USMLE). 
Rotations usually take place in 
New York, Atlanta( which was 
the original base of UXSOM), 
Chicago and Baltimore. 
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CO 


Your Best Address for 

Men's and Ladies Fashion Wear 
Tablecloths, Jantzen Bathingsuits 
Delft Blue, Souvenirs 
and much more 

Caya Betico Croes 22, Aruba 

Tel: 5824726 

E-mail: ecco@setarnet.aw 


General Assembly of ATCA 2010 introduces 
change in Aruba’s branding 



Minister of Tourism, Transport and 
Labor, Otmar Oduber 


Dr. Ryan Oduber and keynote speaker Dr. Mar¬ 
cella Daye 


Though Aruba may be “par¬ 
adise” and “a home away 
from home” for the tens of 
thousands of dedicated visi¬ 
tors who vacation on the is¬ 
land each year, for those that 
are in the business of sustain¬ 
ing Aruba tourism industry, it 
is a product. During this 
year’s Annual Tourism Con¬ 
ference Aruba, ATCA, which 
brings major wholesalers and 
airline executives to Aruba to 
network and get reacquaint 
with the island, change and 
“branding” were principal 
topics of discussion, particu¬ 
larly during the General Ses¬ 
sion conducted at the 
Renaissance Convention 
Center in Oranjestad this 
week. 

In September of 2009, 
Aruba held elections which 
resulted in a complete change 
of government; the resulting 
and extensive changes in 
Aruba’s tourism entity under 
a new Minister of Tourism, 
Transport and Labor, Otmar 
Oduber, were introduced to 
the their North American 
tourism partners during the 
opening session. 

Minister Oduber person¬ 
ally welcomed the visiting 
delegates and outlined re¬ 
structuring of Aruba’s princi¬ 
pal tourism entities, the 


Aruba Tourism Authority- 
ATA, and the Aruba Hotel 
and Tourism Association- 
AHATA, representing the 
public and private sectors, re¬ 
spectively. Not only will the 
ATA be privatized as of Jan¬ 
uary 1, 2011, allowing its 
marketing experts greater au¬ 
tonomy and speed in the de¬ 
cision making-process, but 
the two agencies will be more 
closely linked financially. 

Minister Oduber informed 
the gathering the “Aruban 
Government and AHATA 
have signed a historic Mem¬ 
orandum of Understanding as 
it pertains to destination mar¬ 
keting. Starting July 1 st, for 
the first time, the marketing 
budget of the government 
and AHATA will become one 
fund, the Aruba Tourism 
Marketing Fund.” Beginning 
May 1, Aruba’s room tax will 
be 7.5%. On July 1, the 2% 
fee now charged by AHATA 
will be converted into room 
tax, for a total of 9.5%. “This 
room tax will flow into the 
Aruba Tourism Marketing 
Fund and will be earmarked 
to guarantee continuity and 
stability in the marketing of 
the destination.” 

Minister Oduber intro¬ 
duced Paul Croes, Vice Pres¬ 
ident of Parliament, and also 


now President of a Perma¬ 
nent Tourism Committee, 
staffed by individuals such as 
Myma Jansen, former Direc¬ 
tor of ATA for a number of 
years, and Sanju Luidens- 
Daryanani, formally Director 
of Marketing for AHATA. 

Frits Israel of the ATA, 
who acted as MC for the 
opening sessions, also in¬ 
formed delegates that ATA 
has seen a change of manage¬ 
ment as part of its restructur¬ 
ing. A steering committee 
consisting of Mr. Israel, Gina 
Lopez-Gnecco, former assis¬ 
tant director and head of P/R 
for ATA, and Astrid Muller, 
former GM of the Divi 
Phoenix Resort, will share 
the leadership of the agency. 

Introduced for the first 
time during the general as¬ 
sembly was a new Aruba 
logo emblazoned on the tee 
shirts distributed to delegates 
and worn by island represen¬ 
tatives. A newly refashioned 
Aruba.com was unveiled, 
which can be seen online as 
of tomorrow. The audience 
was informed that Aruba will 
return to its branding as “One 
Happy Island” after the past 
year’s transitional program of 
“90,000 Friends you haven’t 
met yet.” Minister Oduber re¬ 
vealed that the economic up¬ 



Vice President of Parliament 
Paul Croes 


heaval of 2009 and the result¬ 
ing decrease in spending by 
consumers has prompted the 
government to allot a twelve 
million florin (just under 
seven million dollars) or 33% 
augmentation to the ATA 
budget. 

Speakers for the morning 
session including Jonathan 
Lange, Senior Vice President 
and Group Account Director 
of Deutch, New York, 
Aruba’s advertising agency, 
A1 Brewer of GG Direct; 
which analyses marketing in¬ 
formation from various 
sources, and from Aruba’s 
P/R agency, MSilver & Asso¬ 
ciates, VP Dawn Weissman 
Jenks and Account Supervi¬ 
sor Collen McCormick. Each 
reported on their work on be¬ 
half of the island and their 
findings from various sur¬ 
veys in the U.S. regarding the 
status of Aruba’s tourism in¬ 
dustry and its place among 
consumers. Combined with 
numbers for the first quarter 
of 2010 from the ATA and 
AHATA, all expressed a re¬ 
served optimism, as sustained 
occupancy numbers for the 
island were more than satis¬ 
factory, and surveys revealed 
Aruba is high on consumers’ 
list of place to visit in the 
Caribbean. 



AHATA CEO, Jim Hepple 


Keynote speaker was Dr. 
Marcella Daye, a Senior Lec¬ 
turer in Tourism and Program 
Manager for the MBA Inter¬ 
national Tourism at Coventry 
University in the United 
Kingdom. She spoke on what 
is a hot topic for all market¬ 
ing and tour operators, brand¬ 
ing a product in the 
Caribbean, particularly in a 
fashion to differentiate from 
other similar products. She 
will be speaking again this 
coming Saturday morning at 
the University of Aruba Fac¬ 
ulty of Hospitality Manage¬ 
ment and Tourism conference 
titled “Branding beyond 
Boundaries.” 

Minister Oduber told del¬ 
egates “My vision is 
forAruba to provide a sus¬ 
tainable tourism product by 
offering a balance between 
economic growth, social in¬ 
frastructure and natural re¬ 
sources with the wellbeing of 
the population and our visi¬ 
tor’s experience as the central 
focus” He stated this policy is 
based on the philosophy “Un 
Aruba dushi pa Biba ta un 
Aruba dushi pa Bishita,” 
which, roughly translates into 
“An Aruba where it’s won¬ 
derful to live, is also wonder¬ 
ful to visit”. 
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Science/Tech 


Volcanic ash affects airplanes, 
weather, sunsets 




Ash from the Mount Pinatubo eruption in the Philippines 


NEW YORK - In 1989, all 
four engines of a Boeing 747 
over Alaska conked out after 
it flew into a cloud of vol¬ 
canic ash. The crew was able 
to restart them, but incidents 
like that dramatize why hun¬ 
dreds of flights every year are 
diverted around such gritty 
debris. 

A volcano can blow im¬ 
mense amounts of material 
into the sky, making the 
weather cooler and producing 
spectacular red and orange 
sunsets. But Thursday's dis¬ 
ruption of air travel under¬ 
lines what airborne ash can 
mean for jetliners. 

Such a huge effect on air¬ 
line schedules is unusual, be¬ 
cause ash plumes usually 
appear well away from the 
most crowded airspaces. This 
week's eruption in Iceland 
blew debris over Northern Eu¬ 
rope, threatening most routes 
from the East Coast to Europe. 

Volcanic ash can stay aloft 
for days and travel far. Of the 
more than 20 aircraft dam¬ 
aged by ash from the 1991 
eruption of Mount Pinatubo 
in the Philippines, most were 
flying more than 600 miles 
from the volcano. 

The tiny particles are in¬ 
visible to the weather radar 
on airplanes and cannot be 
seen at night. So volcano 
monitoring is serious busi¬ 
ness in the United States. 

"Once we detect an erup¬ 
tion, our first call goes to the 
FA A," said Tom Murray, di¬ 
rector of the U.S. Geological 
Survey's Volcano Science 
Center, which oversees five 
volcano observatories nation¬ 
wide. USGS scientists work 
closely with Federal Aviation 
Administration and the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service to 
track ash plumes. 

The abrasive ash can sand¬ 


blast a jet's windshield, block 
fuel nozzles, contaminate the 
oil system and electronics 
and plug the tubes that sense 
airspeed. But the most imme¬ 
diate danger is to the engines. 

"Jet engines are like giant 
vacuum cleaners. If they're in 
a volcanic ash cloud, they're 
just sucking in all that ash 
and that damages the en¬ 
gines," Murray said. 

The most immediate haz¬ 
ard occurs after ash melts or 
vaporizes in the extreme heat 
of the engine's combustion 
chamber, said Michael 
Fabian of Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical University's 
campus in Prescott, Ariz. 

The melted ash can then 
congeal on the blades of the 
engine's turbine "like spray 
paint," he said. The deposits 
can block the normal flow of 
air through the engine, caus¬ 
ing engines to lose thrust or 
shut down. 

What's more, he said, the 
deposits can coat the fuel sys¬ 
tem’s temperature sensors, 
fooling them into thinking 
the engine is running cooler 
than it is. So the system pours 
in more fuel, raising the heat 
and damaging the turbine, 
which can also make the en¬ 
gine shut down. 

Ash from the Mount 
Pinatubo eruption in the 
Philippines drifted more than 
5,000 miles to the east coast 
of Africa. The eruption shot a 
column of ash and smoke 
more than 19 miles high, con¬ 
taining enough matter to 
qualify as perhaps the biggest 
eruption of the 20th century. 
The heavy fall of ash left 
about 100,000 people home¬ 
less and forced thousands 
more to flee. 

The effects of that ash 
were even more widespread. 
Average world temperature 


dropped by more than 1 de¬ 
gree over the following two 
years, an effect seen by many 
scientists as a counterbalance 
to global warming. 

The weather effect was 
much bigger for the 1815 
eruption of Tambora in In¬ 
donesia, often called the 
biggest eruption in recorded 
history. The following year 
was called "the year without 
summer," with sporadic 
snowfall and killing frosts in 
June through August in New 
England and Europe. Crops 
failed and soup kitchens 
opened to feed the hungry. 

Ash from the eruption of 
the Krakatau (sometimes 
called the Krakatoa) volcano 
between Java and Sumatra in 
1883 darkened the surround¬ 
ing area for two days. It 
drifted around the Earth sev¬ 
eral times, making for bril¬ 
liant sunsets that live on 
today, in sketches done in 
England by artist William 
Ashcroft. 


T&stc of 1 IhMa 

Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Want a face tattoo? Try 
Obsessive Ink first 



Obsessive Ink is the latest site 
to create a "virtual you" that 
can be modified with realistic 
tattoos. It lets you see what 
you'd look like with a tattoo, 
given you put in enough ef¬ 
fort to make its virtual avatars 
look like your own face and 
body. 

To help you out, the serv¬ 
ice can map an image of your 
face to a 3D head. The same 
goes for any tattoo art you 
have handy as a JPEG image. 
Though worth noting is that 
the conversion of the tat onto 
your 3D self costs $1.99 per 
piece of art. The facial map¬ 
ping is quite a bit of fun 


though. You just upload a 
good, high-resolution shot of 
your face, map out where the 
nose, eyes and ears are, and it 
wraps your virtual flesh 
around a virtual head. 

What is certainly the best 
part of the site is that when 
you're done, you can share 
your creation in a dozen dif¬ 
ferent places, including Face- 
book. It watermarks the shot 
with the site's logo, but other¬ 
wise it's a clean copy of your 
artistry for all the world to 
see. In the future, the site 
could feasibly give you quick 
way to find a local tattoo par¬ 
lor to get the real ink done. 
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Most Common Causes of 
Depression 



Health experts' understanding 
of depression has come a 
long way in the last few 
decades. In many cases, de¬ 
pression doesn't have only 
one cause. It often results 
from a mix of biology, psy¬ 
chology, and stressful or trau¬ 
matic events. 

Reasons for depression in¬ 
clude: 

Biology. Researchers still 
have a lot to learn about ex¬ 
actly why people become de¬ 
pressed. But some experts 
say depression often results 
from an imbalance of certain 


chemicals in the brain. These 
chemicals are called neuro¬ 
transmitters. Antidepressants 
work by affecting the levels 
of these chemicals — bring¬ 
ing them back into balance. 

There's also a genetic con¬ 
nection. If depression runs in 
your family, you have a 
higher chance of becoming 
depressed. 

Having other general 
health conditions or diseases 
can increase your risk of de¬ 
pression. For instance, if you 
have a heart attack, you have 
a 65% risk of becoming de¬ 


pressed afterwards. Condi¬ 
tions such as cancer, heart 
disease, thyroid problems, 
and many others increase 
your risk of becoming de¬ 
pressed. 

Your gender makes a dif¬ 
ference, too. Women are 
about twice as likely as men 
to become depressed. No 
one's sure why. But the hor¬ 
monal changes that women 
go through at different 
times of their lives may be 
a factor. 

Psychology. Studies 
show that people who have 
a pessimistic personality are 
more likely to become de¬ 
pressed. This doesn't mean 
that getting a "better atti¬ 
tude" will resolve your de¬ 
pression. 

Stressful events. Many 
people become depressed 
during difficult times. Los¬ 
ing a family member or 
close friend, being diag¬ 
nosed with a serious illness, 
going through a divorce, or 
any other traumatic event 
may trigger depression. 

Medications and sub¬ 
stances. Many prescription 
drugs can cause the symp¬ 
toms of depression. Alcohol 
or substance abuse is com¬ 
mon in depressed people. It 
often makes their condition 
worse. 

Some people have a clear 
sense of why they become 
depressed. Others don't. The 
most important thing to re¬ 
member is that depression is 
not your fault. It's not a flaw 
in your character. It's a dis¬ 
ease that can affect anyone. 


Symptoms of Depression 

Some of the most recognized symptoms of depression include a profound feeling of 
sadness or loss of interest. You may be surprised to learn that people with 
depression often experience a broad range of other symptoms. 

In general, if you've been experiencing some combination of the following emotional, 
physical, or associated symptoms of depression for more than two weeks, and they 
clearly interfere with your life, discuss your concerns with your doctor. 

* Sadness throughout the day, nearly every day 

* Loss of interest in or enjoyment of your favorite activities 

* Feelings of worthlessness 

* Excessive or inappropriate feelings of guilt 

* Thoughts of death or suicide 

* Trouble making decisions 

* Fatigue or lack of energy 

* Sleeping too much or too little 

* Change in appetite or weight 

* Trouble concentrating 

* Feelings of restlessness or being slowed down 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Meditation may sharpen 
brain cognition 



WINSTON-SALEM, N.C., - 
- Some look to coffee to 
sharpen their brain but U.S. 
researchers suggest a bit of 
meditation may help improve 
cognition. 

Fadel Zeidan, a post-doc¬ 
toral researcher at Wake For¬ 
est University School of 
Medicine, and a former doc¬ 
toral student at the University 
of North Carolina at Char¬ 
lotte, where the research was 
conducted, said the study 
found that meditation-trained 
participants showed a signif¬ 
icant improvement in their 
critical cognitive skills after 
four days of 20-minute train¬ 
ing. 

"Simply stated, the pro¬ 
found improvements that we 
found after just four days of 
meditation training — are re¬ 
ally surprising," Zeidan said 


in a statement. "It goes to 
show that the mind is, in fact, 
easily changeable and highly 
influenced, especially by 
meditation." 

The experiment involved 
63 student volunteers, ran¬ 
domly assigned to two 
groups. One received medita¬ 
tion training while the other 
group listened to a book 
being read aloud. Both 
groups performed equally at 
the beginning of the experi¬ 
ment. However, the study 
found only the group with the 
meditation training improved 
cognitive measures. 

The research appeared in 
Consciousness and Cognition 
and is scheduled to be pre¬ 
sented at the Cognitive Neu¬ 
roscience Society's annual 
meeting in Montreal. 


Ginkgo may up seizure risk in epileptics 


BONN, Germany — Re¬ 
searchers in Germany sug¬ 
gest the popular herbal 
remedy Ginkgo biloba be re¬ 
stricted because patients with 
epilepsy may face an in¬ 
creased risk of seizures. 

Eckhard Leistner and 
Christel Drewke of the Insti- 
tut fur Pharmazeutische Bi- 
ologie in Bonn, Germany, 
said that many people use 
Ginkgo biloba to treat 
Alzheimer's disease, memory 
loss, depression, headache, ir¬ 
ritable bladder, alcohol abuse, 
blood vessel blockages, lack 
of focus and dizziness. 

The researchers reviewed 
Ginkgo studies and found 10 
reports that indicated Ginkgo 
may increase the risk of 
seizures in those who have 
epilepsy or that the effective¬ 


ness of anti-seizure medica¬ 
tions may be reduced. In ad¬ 
dition, the researchers 
suggested Ginkgo may have 
harmful effects in those who 
don't have epilepsy, who ate 
raw or roasted Ginkgo seed 
or drinking Gingko tea. 

"Contrary to our own pre¬ 
vious assumption, we are now 
convinced, however, that G. 
biloba medications and other 
products can have a detrimen¬ 
tal effect on a person's health 
condition," the researchers 
said in a statement. 

"It is therefore important 
that the large number of G. 
biloba product users and their 
healthcare providers be made 
aware of these risks, in order 
to enable them to make in¬ 
formed decisions about the 
use of these preparations." 
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PALM BEACH PLAZA 
L.G. SMITH 95 SHOP #115 

Tel: (297) 586-6758 
Fax: (297) 586-6759 
majestyaruba@gmail.com 
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Palm Beach, Aruba 


I s a city northwest of 
Oraniestad . capital of 
Aruba , and is home to the 
high rise hotels and a new 
shopping district. The 
renowned two-mile-long 
strip known as Palm Beach 
is home to glamorous high- 
rise hotels and dotted by 
water sports concessions, 
piers, beach bars, 
restaurants and shops. 
Calm waters make this a 
comfortable haven for 
swimmers and snorkelers. 
A walk along the coast at 
dawn or sunset is perfect 
for exercise and quiet 
reflection. 

Multiple time-share 
ownership and full-time 
ownership condos have 
been or are being built in 
the area as well. 


V.\' 


^ Palm Beach Plaza ShopJ^302§ «. 
LG Smith Boulevard #95 • Food Court 3rd Floor Plan 
Tel: (297) 743-7135 - www.churromania.com 


C0.M5 rVlD TALffg 'dig BMMaaaagl 


THE EASIEST WAY 
TO ENJOY 

ITALIAN FOOD 

Food Court 

PH: (+ 297 ) 586 - 0169 

@ PALM PLAZA BEACH MALL 


TIIUN FINGER FOOD 

sciuesciuearuba@gmail.com 

SPECIAL FOR LUNCH 
WITH PASTA & SODA 


THE MORNING 


We make it your way ! 


100% Certified Angus Beef 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 

Tel: (297) 588-9517 


Restaurant & Fun Bar 

Located at Palm Beacn Plaza 101 

Tel: 586-2141 

www.mamasmexicoaruba.com 

Best prices in the Area 


iliLKUUIN 51 YLtl 


*H0T ITEMS! 


40% OFF! 

ON ALL RED CARPET ITEMS! 


Palm Beach Plaza 

LG. Smith 95 Shop #105 ONLY AT 
Tel: (297) 588-2136 


1st Floor 


101 Mama's Mexico 


120 Nautica 


102 Bianco e Bianco/Bianco e Bianco Piu 121 Bisou Bisou Pink 


103 Shiva's Gold & Gems 


122 San Marina 


104 Shiva's Gold & Gems 


123 Company 81 


105 Underground 


124 Palm Beach Plaza 


125 Palm Beach Plaza 


107 Jewels in Paradise 


126 Shoebox & La Chinata 


127 Palm Beach Plaza 


108 Muaa 


109 Barrel Bay Mini Market 


128 Benetton 


110 Jeffde Bruges Chocolate Boutique 129 OndadeMar 


111 Skechers 


129A Touche 


112 Palm Beach Plaza 


130 Giordano 


113 Birkenstock & Dance 


113A Post Aruba N.V. 


131 Penha 


114 Sun Specs Sunglass Boutique 


152 Tio's Lounge 


153 Mimo's Ice Cream Parlor 


114A Totto 


115 Majesty Jewelers 


154 Aruba Aloe 


116 Havana Cigar & Spirit Bar 


155 Tango Tours 


117 Trinity House of Coffee 


2nd Floor 


201 Kaffas Bar & Restaurant 


T) Aruba Mega Plex cinema 1 


202 Hoshi Sushi Bar & Restaurant 


© Aruba Mega Plex cinema 2 


203 Basinger 


204 Palm Beach Plaza 


© Aruba Mega Plex cinema 3 


205 Technoland 


206 Art Fusion 


© Aruba Mega Plex cinema 4 


207 Pixies Bijouterie 


209 Aruba Mega Plex 


212 Candyland Candy Store 


s) Aruba Mega Plex cinema 5 


214 Panache 


© Aruba Mega Plex cinema 6 


Panache 


216 MyTime 


217 Green Door Spa & Beauty Salon 


T) Aruba Mega Plex cinema 7 


218 Kokomos Tropical Bar & Restaurant 


219 Kokomos Tropical Bar & Restaurant © Aruba Mega Plex cinema 8 


220 Casa Tua Mediterannee Bar & Restaurant 


THg &000 DlFFgReNCe 


3rd Floor 


302 Churromania 


304 Chubby Panda 


306 Bon Chicken 


307 Aladdin Shoarma Express 


308 American Burger^ 


309 Planet Gelato 


310 Palm Beach Dream Bowl 
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Get ready to experience an adrenaline rush like no other 

Kite Surfing is an absolute thrill and 
the latest in extreme sports... 


Costa Riba * 

-Bar and Restaurant 

CDME AMD TRY OUR 



-Also: Tender Ribs, 
Seafood Platters, 
'Hamburgers, Sate, 


WE OFER A WIDE VARIETY 
□F COFFEES AND DESSERTS 


P.M. 


□ pen from: 1 1 A.M. - 
Closed dm Wednesday 

On tl\e way to-BABY-BEAGH San Nicolas 

.Call: 5B4-4D88 To Reserve your Tab 


Loyal Aruba Beach Club 



Kite surfing or kiteboarding 
is a surface water sport that 
uses the wind to pull a rider 
through the water on a small 
surfboard or a kiteboard (sim¬ 
ilar to a wakeboard). Gener¬ 
ally kiteboarding refers to a 
style of riding known as 
freestyle or wake-style, 
whereas kitesurfing is more 
"wave-riding” oriented. 
These two styles usually re¬ 
quire different boards and 
specific performance kites. 

A kitesurfer or kiteboarder 
uses a board with or without 
foot-straps or bindings, com¬ 
bined with the power of a 
large controllable kite to pro¬ 
pel the rider and the board 
across the water. In 2006, the 
number of kitesurfers has 
been estimated at around 


150,000 to 210,000, with 
114,465 inflatable kites sold 
that same year. 

The sport is becoming sa¬ 
fer due to innovations in kite 
design, safety release sys¬ 
tems, and instructions. Rid¬ 
ing styles have evolved to 
suit riders and conditions, 
such as wakestyle, waverid¬ 
ing, freestyle, freeride, jump¬ 
ing, and cruising. 

Kitesurfing started on the 
island in 1998. Armando 
Wester, a professional wind¬ 
surfer and certified instructor, 
and his buddies were the first 
ones to introduce Kitesurfing 
to the island of Aruba. 

Since then, they have got¬ 
ten more than 5,000 visitors 
and locals hooked on this 
new adrenaline rush sport. 


Their years of experience, 
the trade winds on the island, 
the beautiful Caribbean Sea 
and the latest equipment 
make it an ideal and safe 
place for anyone to learn to 
kite. Kitesurfing is a hybrid 
of wakeboarding, hand-glid¬ 
ing and windsurfing for a 
radical new approach of kite 
power. 

Anyone between the ages 
of 8 and 77 can enjoy this 
sport. So don’t hesitate to call 
Armando or visit him at the 
Fisherman’s huts, just north 
of the Aruba Marriott Resort, 
and see for yourself what an 
exhilarating rush this sport 
really is. 

Lessons start daily at 8:30 
a.m. or 4 p.m. 


Dr. Richard Narkewicz and wife Carol 


named Distinguished Visitors of Aruba 

Favorite Casino: Alhambra Casino 


Recently, at the Divi All In¬ 
clusive Beach Resort, Dr. 
Richard and Mrs. Carol 
Narkewicz from Florida, 
were honored as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors of Aruba for 
their 12 consecutive visits to 
the island. They first visited 
our island in 1987 and have 
been here every year since. 

According to Mr. and 
Mrs. Narkewicz, what they 
like more of Aruba is the 
culinary variety, the good ac¬ 
commodation at Divi All In¬ 
clusive Resort, The 
Alhambra Casino, our nice 
weather and, last but not 
least, our friendly people. 

Aruba Tourism Authority 
liaison Castro Perez thanked 
the Narkewiczs for their loy¬ 



alty towards our island and gratitude. Also present were 
presented them with a cer- two Divi All Inclusive Resort 
tificate as a testimony of our associate 


visitors honored as 
Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba 



Recently, Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) honored the cou¬ 
ple Dorothy Maturi and William Flynn of the U.S.A. as Dis¬ 
tinguished Visitors of Aruba. They have been visiting Aruba 
for 14 consecutive years. Dorothy and William express they 
like Aruba for the nice weather, friendly people, excellent 
restaurants and, as they say, the crystal clear water. They 
also have made many friends among other guests staying at 
the resort for all these years. They meet each year in the same 
week on “Paradise” Aruba. ATA liaison Amara Boekhoudt, 
in name of the government and the people of Aruba, thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation destina¬ 
tion during all these years and presented them with a hand¬ 
some certificate. Also present at the occasion was Aruba 
Beach Club associate Moraima Giel. 


Advertise in 



Published Monday thru Saturday 
Tel: 588-9517 - Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: themomingnewsaruba@gmail.com 
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CAR 


PICKLES 



TOONS 


VC- 



CALVIN and HOBBES 


Goeses, i wo ir/ r ate 

ENOUGH BOYtS or cej^eal 
TO SET ALL THE. PRODE Of 
FV^CHNSE I WEEP/ 


/ 



NOW I Cm 
OR0ER t*1 BEANIE■ 

OR SSH ' I CAKT v 5*^ 
VtMT TO <5ET VF ' 

I\L BE 3D COOL! 



NOT PSR OYER ) ^1 sy 
A WOMTH. tT Ol K 
5A1S T& AV1CM 
Sit, FCS. 

tlELltEIM 




WEEKS 



I'LL BE ‘ 

OL0 

THEN.' 




AJMlO I M SURE 

BEANIE Wlli 
BE TU£ TAUi OT 
THE ftESiT HOME. 



MOMMA 



Shakespeare's 
mother, when she 
realised tier dopey 
son wanted only to be a 
writer, while Mrs. Bacon's 
son planned to become 
Lord Chancellor. 




CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Decree 
5. December 
personage 

10. A Marx 
brother’s 
instrument 

14. Out of work 

15. Strong 
fishing net 

16. Medley 

17. Christmas 
carol 

18. Nautically, 
clear of the 
bottom 

19. Puerto- 

20. Nodding 

22. Airy 

24. Bound 

26. Palm food 

27. Annoyed 

31. Sharply 

pointed 

35. Mistake 

36. -Alaska 

38. Household 
deity 

39. Actor Bates 

40. French 
psychologist 

41. Stuffing 
herb 

42. Piston- 

43. Isolated hill 

44. Muddies 

45. Smiles 
scornfully 

47. Gastro¬ 
nomes 

49. Small rugs 

51. Jiffy 

52. Estrange 

56. T-bones, e.g. 

60. Needy 

61. Broadcast 
medium 

63. Cooked 
sufficiently 

64. Trill 

65. Bore 

66. Part 


67. To be: 

Latin 

68. Stone slab 

69. Household 
members 

DOWN 

1. Flippers 

2. Superstar 

3. Toward 
shelter 

4. Money¬ 
raising TV 
show 

5. One who 
remains 

6. Pop or op 

7. Loki’s son 

8. Derides 

9. Letter 
system 

10. Repugnance 

11. I cannot tell 
-: 2 wds. 

12. Costa- 


13. Backyard 
pleasure 

21. Actress 
Angeli 

23. Old oath 

25. Ledger 
entry 

27. Stands 

28. Synthetic 
fiber 

29. Commerce 

30. Italian poet 

32. Actress 

Janet- 

33. Good golf 
score 

34. Get ready 
for the day 

37. Retains 

40. Cranes’ 
relatives 


41. Powerful, as 
a car: 2 wds. 

43. Muffin type 

44. Go away! 

46. Come forth 
48. Shoe part 
50. Turn on 

52. Church 
recess 

53. Clark’s girl 

54. Charged 
particles 

55. Miss Adams 

57. Super: 
hyph. 

58. Mend, as 
bones 

59. Establishes 
62. Under the 

weather 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


April 17 - April 23 

0’stad: “Botica Trupiaal” Pos Chiquito.: “Botica Aloe” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 


Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 



Your Source for Local English News 


Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 

Tel: 588-9517 - Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 






CASA DEL MAR 


Weeks 11 & 12 


Room 1414 
Corner room facing 
pool and ocean 
582-7000 ext 1414 

or E-mail ron1617@aol.com 
Phone 718-892-2343 
after 3/27 


FOR RENT TIMESHARE 


at 

Holiday Inn Club Vacations 
at Orange Lake Resort 
Kissinmee, FL. 

2 bedroom suite, sleeps 6-8 
persons. Week July 23-30/10 
Price: US$1,200 
For info please call 
Cell: (297) 593-2320 


Waiter’s Service 


For every occasion 
Christening 
Holy Communion 
Marriage 
Birthday 
Private Partu 

For Information 
Call: 741-2295 / 567-2^8 



FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.co 


SEC accuses Goldman 
Sachs of civil fraud 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
government has accused Gold¬ 
man Sachs & Co. of defraud¬ 
ing investors by failing to 
disclose conflicts of interest in 
mortgage investments it sold 
as the housing market was col¬ 
lapsing. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission said in a civil com¬ 
plaint yesteriday that Goldman 
failed to disclose that one of its 
clients helped create — and 
then bet against — subprime 
mortgage securities that Gold¬ 
man sold to other investors. 

The SEC said the fraud, a 
blow to the reputation of Wall 
Street’s most powerful firm, 
was orchestrated in 2007 by a 
Goldman vice president then 
in his late 20's. The employee, 
Fabrice Tourre, has since been 
promoted to executive director 
of Goldman Sachs Interna¬ 
tional in London. 

Tourre, the SEC said, 
boasted to a friend that he was 
able to put such deals together 
as the mortgage market was 


unraveling in early 2007. He 
described himself as "the fa¬ 
bulous Fab standing in the mid¬ 
dle of all these complex, highly 
leveraged, exotic trades he cre¬ 
ated without necessarily under¬ 
standing all of the implications 
of those monstrosities!!!" 

Two European banks that 
bought the securities lost nearly 
$1 billion, the SEC said. The 
agency is seeking to recoup 
profits reaped on the deal. 

Goldman Sachs denied the 
allegations. In a statement, it 
called the SEC’s charges "com¬ 
pletely unfounded in law and 
fact" and said it will contest 
them. 

Goldman, founded more 
than 140 years ago, built a rep¬ 
utation as a trusted adviser to 
its investment banking clients. 
In recent years, it shifted to¬ 
ward taking more risks with its 
clients' money and its own. 
Goldman's trading allowed the 
firm to weather the financial 
crisis better than most other 
big banks. 


How placing your customers first creates a 
firestorm OF big profits and new usiness! 

by Ken Varga 



Hi, I am Ken Varga. I want to 
share with you some of the 
ideas, strategies, and principles 
that allowed me to build 35 
businesses during my career. 

By earnestly applying the 
ideas, you will learn how you 
too can build your business to 
success, while living an unhur¬ 
ried life, filled with family, 
friends, fun and a relaxed atti- 
tud. 

In an earlier issue, I started 
with a method to increase the 
number of customers you can 
create with a referral system. I 
ended the tip with the following 
statement. It’s all about them, 
not about you. 

I say that because I want to 
introduce you to the enormous 
force and power you will har¬ 
ness with that rule. You will re¬ 
alize how much more effective 
everything you do in your busi¬ 
ness will be when you start fo¬ 
cusing all your thoughts and 
actions on what’s going to be in 
the best interest of your cus¬ 
tomer; not yourself or your 
company. You might already be 
doing that to some extent, and if 
you are, I commend you. 

These marketing tips are de¬ 
signed to get you to a higher 
level, multiplying many times 
over the effectiveness, the prof¬ 
itability, and the impact of 
everything you do, the moment 
you shift your focus and atten¬ 
tion from yourself and your 


business to the needs and de¬ 
sires of your customers. 

The referral system I used in 
my Nurses business, created, on 
average, 10 new customers per 
week. 

Referral systems are sur¬ 
prisingly easy to set up and re¬ 
quire very little effort or time. 
They represent the most imme¬ 
diate source of increased cus¬ 
tomers you have available in 
your business. 

I want you to think of three 
things over this next week. 

1. Think of your customers 
as dear and valued friends. 
Treat them with the respect and 
importance that you would have 
for any other friend. 

2. Revere the value, benefit, 
and impact of what you do or 
what you sell, and how it has an 
affect on their lives. 

3. Always hold yourself, 
your employees, and your busi¬ 
ness to the highest level of per¬ 
formance in behalf of your 
customers’ best interest. 

You must understand that if 
you think about the interest, 
needs, and well being of your 
customers on a higher and more 
continuous level than any other 
business in their lives, you are 
going to be at the top of their 
awareness. 

So when they are with other 
people, when they are socializ¬ 
ing, playing golf, or having din¬ 
ner with friends, that if the 
opportunity presents itself, if 
someone ever mentions or dis¬ 
cusses any area where you can 
help them, your customers are 
automatically going to intro¬ 
duce your business to them. 

And your customer can’t 
help it. Your business is con¬ 
stantly in their mind. How can 
you accomplish this? 

If your customer is into ex¬ 
ercise, send them articles, 
books, or videos on exercise. 


If they’re interested in sports, 
send them anything you can 
find that is useful and valuable 
related to sports. 

Think of other items that 
your customers are interested in 
and provide them with informa¬ 
tion that can help them. 

The key to this whole 
process is not just going through 
the motions. It’s about being 
connected to your customer and 
sending them information that 
has genuine value constantly. 

Most business owners don’t 
realize that at the point of pur¬ 
chase, most customers are really 
excited and motivated. 

At this point they really want 
to share this wonderful experi¬ 
ence with friends and relatives. 

I know a photographer who 
after the photo session is com¬ 
pleted, he asks the customers for 
referrals of other people they 
know who might also be inter¬ 
ested and benefit by having a 
photo session for family pic¬ 
tures. The incentives could be a 
lot of things, but one thing he 
gives them is additional prints. 

He also will give the people 
they refer a substantial price ad¬ 
vantage he does not offer to out¬ 
side customers. 

In this example, a great value 
is given to the referred customer 
by the referring customer and, 
trust me, it is genuinely appre¬ 
ciated by all the parties con¬ 
cerned. It’s a win-win situation 
for all. 

The important point is that 
your business can utilize referral 
systems to immediately increase 
the number of customers and 
profit you make every day for 
the rest of your business life. 
It’s so simple and easy and it 
costs you nothing more than a 
shift in your thinking and the 
words you say. 

To your success, 
Ken Varga 


Volcano could build into major business 
problem 


LONDON, England (AP) - 
The eruption of a volcano in 
the tiny, isolated island nation 
of Iceland is threatening to turn 
into a major headache for busi¬ 
nesses across Europe and 
around the world as a spread¬ 
ing ash cloud closes more Eu¬ 
ropean airports. 

Airlines are already count¬ 
ing the cost of grounded 
planes, and there are growing 
fears about the transportation 
of food supplies and other es¬ 
sential goods should the flight 
disruptions persist for several 
days — or longer. 

But there were also some 
early winners from the un¬ 
precedented situation, with 
rail, bus and ferry tour opera¬ 
tors all quick to lay on extra 


services for stranded business 
and leisure travelers as hotel 
rooms filled up. 

Airline shares took a hit as 
the Geneva-based Internatio¬ 
nal Air Transport Association 
estimated that the disruption is 
costing the industry some $200 
million a day in revenues. 
IATA added its forecast was 
"conservative" and costs will 
mount further as carriers re¬ 
route aircraft and care for 
stranded passengers. 

Eurocontrol, the European 
air traffic agency, said some 
17,000 flights were canceled 
yesterday, more than half the 
28,000 that usually operate. 
Delays and cancelations will 
toon Saturday as the ash cloud 
from the eruption of the vol¬ 


cano beneath Iceland's Eyjaf- 
jallajokull glacier moves south 
and east. The flight ban was 
imposed because of concerns 
about pilot visibility and jet en¬ 
gine failure from the ash. 
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A must see while on Aruba 


Bird Sanctuary 



The Bubali Bird Ponds of 
Aruba have become home to 
more than 80 species of migra¬ 
tory birds. 

Migratory birds, looking for 
lush vegetation in which to 
nest, find an oasis within the 
ponds, known as Bubali Bird 
Sanctuary. The nearby water 
treatment facility empties into 
two inter-connected man-made 
lakes, known as the large and 
small Bubali Bird Ponds. 

The area has become a rest¬ 
ing and breeding area for the 
more than 80 species of migra¬ 
tory birds. 

Birds that inhabit the sanc¬ 


tuary include herons, egrets, 
gulls, skimmers, coots, cor¬ 
morants, numerous species of 
ducks and more. 

An observation tower has 
been erected to allow bird¬ 
watchers to get a true birds’ eye 
view. 

The Bird Sanctuary (also 
known as Bubali Plas) is a hid¬ 
den treasure located at walking 
distance from both the high 
rise resorts and low rise re¬ 
sorts. 

The entrance is located 
more towards where landmark 
The Old Windmill is located. 
Entrance is free. 



Open Monday - Friday 9 a.m. -12.30 p.m. 

& Saturday - Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Information: 593-2933 -584-1063-569-8232 
www.arubandonkev.org 


Cozy, comfy and incredibly affordable, 
The Queen’s offers an authentic taste 
of Aruba! 



The Queen’s outdoor 



Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 



Keshi Yena with plaintains,vegetables and pica 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorpora¬ 
ting unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild Cucum¬ 
ber Stew and a particular light 
fish chowder accompanied by 
the local specialties pan bati 
(corn meal pancake) and 
funchi (the local version of po¬ 
lenta.) Thus, eating out at the 
authentically Aruban res- tau- 
rant, The Queen’s, is very af¬ 
fordable, with a true taste of 
regional cuisine. 

Owner Varella Innocencia 
confesses she opened her 
restaurant in Oranjestad be¬ 
cause “I grew up with this, and 
loved serving people our island 
food. My father and mother 
operated the little restaurant 
across from the Americana, 
which some may remember, 
the original Arawak. I remem¬ 
ber how much our customers 
loved trying the local food, and 
they especially loved the 
prices!” 

Varella’s mom, Luisa, is 
still in the kitchen, conjuring 
up the delicious dishes that 
have been in her family for 
generations, which is acknow¬ 
ledged on the menu with 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak. 

Two local TV personalities 
were caught enjoying lunch at 
The Queen’s. They declared, 
after several visits, they judged 
the food to be “excellent,” and 
particularly recommended 
Grandma’s secret recipe. We 
also bumped into island visi¬ 
tors Jim and Callie from 
Michigan, who were eager to 
try island food, and were more 
than pleased with their venture 
into local cuisine. “We will 
definitely return to The 
Queen’s,” they affirmed, “the 
food was delicious and the 
prices are more than right.” 

The menu sports a variety 
of steaks and tenderloin, fresh 


caught seafood, Caribbean lob¬ 
ster, and of course, one of our 
favorites, and what we con¬ 
sider a true test of local cui¬ 
sine, “Keshi Yena”- “Filled 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lent that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 


ciously picturesque meal. 

Located next to the water at 
the end of the Weststraat, The 
Queen’s is open from 11:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., daily, offer¬ 
ing indoor and outdoor dining. 
They also have daily specials, 
aside from an extensive menu; 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son and Mama Luisa was in 
the mood to prepare. While 
testing out their offerings, we 
noticed a steady stream of is¬ 
landers coming for lunch in the 
pleasant surroundings or pick¬ 
ing up take-out containers; al¬ 
ways a sure sign of a winner is 
where the locals like to eat! 
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Domingo back to work 
after cancer surgery 



Photo shows Placido Domingo performing sound check in 
Mexico City. 


MILAN, Italy (AP) - In his 
first performance since cancer 
surgery, Placido Domingo 
portrayed Verdi’s hero "Simon 
Boccanegra," whch opened 
last night at Milan's famed La 
Scala opera house. 

His 131st role was some¬ 
thing to sing about. 

The 69-year-old Spanish 
tenor underwent colon cancer 
surgery just six weeks ago. He 
acknowledges he put off get¬ 
ting a routine colonoscopy for 
years — thinking he would do 
it after the La Scala run — and 
finally succumbed to severe 
pain after concerts in Japan in 
February, which he said he 
managed to get through. 

Doctors in New York re¬ 
moved the cancerous tissue on 
March 2, and Domingo counts 
himself lucky because they got 
it early enough. 

"My biggest triumph ever is 
the one over illness," Domingo 
said earlier this week, ac- 



STOP 


NO Right Turn 
on RED 


knowledging fear that his ca¬ 
reer could have been over. 

Domingo sang a rare bari¬ 
tone role for "Simon Boccane¬ 
gra," but said he remains a 
tenor. 

"I am a singer who has sung 
for many years, who has expe¬ 
rience, and who represents 
Simon as I feel him. I don't 
pretend to be a baritone. I pre¬ 
tend to sing, and to create cha¬ 
racters within my vocal 
capacity," Domingo says. 

The production, conducted 
by Daniel Barenboim with 
stage direction by Federico 
Tiezzi, premiered in October in 
Berlin Staatsoper, where 
Barenboim has a permanent 
podium. It has been resized for 
the bigger La Scala theater, 
and Tiezzi said he made the 
backdrops more spare. 

The Berlin debut was a 
huge success, especially for 
Domingo. 

"But Verdi at La Scala is 
Verdi at La Scala, and the joy 
of returning to Milan is double 
because of the circumstances," 
Domingo said. 

Domingo will sing six per¬ 
formances of "Simon Boc¬ 
canegra" at La Scala, before 
taking it to London's Royal 
Opera in June and Madrid's 
Teatro Real in July. 

And his schedule doesn't 
stop there. In September, he 
will sing the role of the poet 
Pablo Neruda in the world pre¬ 
miere of "II Postino" in Los 
Angeles, and has engagements 
in Vienna in December. 
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On to Mars: Obama declares, 'I 
expect to see it 1 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) - President Barack 
Obama boldly predicted 
Thursday his new plans for 
space exploration would lead 
American astronauts on his¬ 
toric, almost fantastic journeys 
to an asteroid and then to Mars 
— and in his lifetime — rely¬ 
ing on rockets and propulsion 
still to be imagined and built. 

"I expect to be around to 
see it," he said of pioneering 
U.S. trips starting with a lan¬ 
ding on an asteroid — a colos¬ 
sal feat in itself — before the 
long-dreamed-of expedition to 
Mars. He spoke near the his¬ 
toric Kennedy Space Center 
launch pads that sent the first 
men to the moon, a blunt re¬ 
joinder to critics, including 
several former astronauts, who 
contend his planned changes 
will instead deal a staggering 
blow to the nation's manned 
space program. 

"We want to leap into the 
future," not continue on the 
same path as before, Obama 
said as he sought to reassure 
NASA workers that America's 
space adventures would soar 
on despite the impending ter¬ 
mination of space shuttle 
flights. 

His prediction was reminis¬ 
cent of President John F. 
Kennedy's declaration in 1961, 
"I believe that this nation 
should commit itself to achiev¬ 
ing the goal, before this decade 
is out, of landing a man on the 
Moon and returning him safely 
to Earth." That goal was ful¬ 
filled in 1969. 

Obama did not predict a 
Mars landing soon. But he said 
that by 2025, the nation would 
have a new spacecraft "de¬ 
signed for long journeys to 
allow us to begin the first-ever 
crewed missions beyond the 
moon into deep space." 


"We'll start by 
sending astronauts 
to an asteroid for 
the first time in his¬ 
tory," he said. "By 
the mid-2030s, I 
believe we can 
send humans to 
orbit Mars and re¬ 
turn them safely to 
Earth. And a land¬ 
ing on Mars will 
follow. And I ex¬ 
pect to be around 
to see it." 

The biggest crit¬ 
icisms of Obama's 
plans have been 
that they have 
lacked details and 
goals. Thursday's 
speech was an at¬ 
tempt to answer, es¬ 
pecially since an 
asteroid is the next 
step away from 
Earth's reach. 

Asteroids zip by 
Earth fairly often 
and have occasionally 
smacked the planet with disas¬ 
trous results. For example, as¬ 
teroids have been blamed for 
the extinction of the dinosaurs. 

Landing on an asteroid 
would give scientists a better 
idea of how to handle a future 
killer asteroid that could wipe 
out much of life on Earth. 
Also, it would be a feat sure to 
win great attention — and 



there is far less gravity than the 
moon, meaning it would be 
easier and cheaper to leave. 

"I think he said all the right 
things" in declaring a commit¬ 
ment to space exploration, said 
George Washington University 
space scholar John Logsdon, 
who has served on several 
NASA advisory boards. "I 
don't know what more you 
could have asked for." 
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Ginn Jr. traded by Dolphins to 49ers 



MIAMI - (AP)-The fastest 
draft bust in Miami Dolphins' 
history is bound for San 
Francisco. 

Receiver-returner Ted 
Ginn Jr. was traded Friday to 
the 49ers for a lower-round 
draft pick. The Dolphins had 
him on the block even before 
they acquired Pro Bowl re¬ 
ceiver Brandon Marshall on 
Wednesday from the Denver 
Broncos. 

Dolphins fans began boo¬ 


ing Ginn the day he was 
drafted and never stopped. 
Taken with the ninth overall 
pick in 2007, he made only 
five touchdown catches in 
three seasons while averag¬ 
ing 13.0 yards per reception. 

Ginn was more successful 
on special teams, scoring on 
kickoff returns of 100 and 
101 yards in the same quarter 
of a game against the New 
York Jets last season. He be¬ 
came the first player with two 
kickoff returns of at least 100 
yards in the same game. 

The Dolphins still have re¬ 
ceivers Brian Hartline, 
Davone Bess and Greg Ca¬ 
marillo as complements to 
Marshall. In San Francisco, 
Ginn will be paired with 
Michael Crabtree. 

The 49ers hope Ginn can 


fulfill the potential he showed 
at Ohio State, where he tied 
an NCAA record with eight 
touchdown returns. 

When Miami's selection 
of Ginn was announced at a 
team draft party, fans jeered 
— they wanted Brady Quinn. 
The decision was frequently 
mocked by detractors of 
coach Cam Cameron, who 
lasted only one season. 

Ginn drew criticism for 
running poor routes and shy¬ 
ing away from contact. Last 
season he lost his job as a 
starting receiver and totaled 
only 38 receptions for 454 
yards and one score. 

Now under the Bill Par- 
cells regime, the Dolphins 
announced the trade in a one- 
sentence release and had no 
further comment. 


Nadal, Djokovic reach semis at 
Monte Carlo Masters 



NHL Standings 


EASTERN CONF. 

Atlantic 

W 

L 

Pts 

y-New Jersey 

48 

27 

103 

x-Pittsburgh 

47 

28 

TUT 

x-Philadelphia 

41 

35 

88 

NY Rangers 

38 

33 

87 

NY Islanders 

34 

37 

79 

Northeast 




y-Buffalo 

45 

27 

100 

x-Ottawa 

44 

32 

94 

x-Boston 

39 

30 

91 

x-Montreal 

39 

33 

88 

Toronto 

30 

38 

74 

Southeast 




z-Washington 

54 

15 

121 

Atlanta 

35 

34 

83 

Carolina 

35 

37 

80 

Tampa Bay 

34 

36 

80 

Florida 

32 

37 

77 

WESTERN CONF. 

Central 

W 

“T 

Pts 

y-Chicago 

52 

22 

112 

x-Detroit 

44 

24 

w 

x-Nashville 

47 

29 

100 

St. Louis 

40 

32 

90 

Columbus 

32 

35 

79 

Northwest 




y-Vancouver 

49 

28 

TUT 

x-Colorado 

43 

30 

95 

Calgary 

40 

32 

90 

Minnesota 

38 

36 

84 

Edmonton 

27 

47 

62 

Pacific 




z-San Jose 

51 

20 

TTT 

x-Phoenix 

50 

25 

107 

x-Los Angeles 

46 

27 

TUT 

Anaheim 

39 

32 

89 

Dallas 

37 

31 

88 


x-Clinched Playoff Spot; y-Divi- 
sion Champ; z-Conf.Champ 


MONACO (AP)—Rafael 
Nadal moved into the semifi¬ 
nals of the Monte Carlo Mas¬ 
ters with a 6-4, 6-2 victory 
yesterday over Juan Carlos 
Ferrero, extending his win¬ 
ning streak in the event to 30 
matches. 

Top-seeded Novak Djo¬ 
kovic of Serbia advanced 
with a 6-2, 6-3 win over 
David Nalbandian. 

Second-seeded Nadal 
dropped only two games in 
his previous two matches, but 
was tested by the ninth- 
seeded Ferrero, a two-time 
Monte Carlo Masters winner. 

“To be in the semifinals is 
a very good start to the clay 
season,” said Nadal, who is 
still chasing his first title of 
the year. “I had good control 
of the ball, when I attacked 
with the forehand I did well. 
My serve was much better 
today.” 

Ferrero saved two match 
points before Nadal closed 
out the contest with a strong 
serve that Ferrero could only 
return into the net. 


“I think I had the chance 
to win some more games, but 
I didn’t,” Ferrero said. 
“(Nadal’s) always there, he’s 
always where he has to be. 
He plays better in the impor¬ 
tant moments.” 

Nadal next meets David 
Ferrer in another all-Spanish 
match. Ferrer defeated Philipp 
Kohlschreiber 7-5, 7-6 (1). 

Nadal stopped Ferrer at 
the recent Sony Ericsson 
Open in straight sets. Nadal 
leads Ferrer 9-3 overall. 

The llth-seeded Ferrer 
served for the match at 5-4, 
but Kohlschreiber broke 
back. Ferrer dominated the 
tiebreaker and won on his 
first match point when 
Kohlschreiber’s backhand 
was out. 

Djokovic will play Fer¬ 
nando Verdasco, who de¬ 
feated Albert Montanes 6-3, 
6-7 (4), 6-0. 

Verdasco led 5-1 in the 
second set before Montanes 
rallied to win the set. Ver¬ 
dasco regained his compo¬ 
sure and routed his opponent 
in the third. 
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Pancakes & Pizza 

Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 


*matinee: Saturday - Sunday | **late show: friday & Saturday 


AT RENAISSANCE - ORANJESTAD 


PG43 DEATH AT A FUNERAL 



daily: 

4:15 

6:30 

8:45 

IVHV 


matinee: 12:00 

2:00 

late show: 

11:00 


□E 

THE LAST SONG 




NEW 


daily: 

6:00 

8:30 




matinee: 1:00 

3:30 

late show: 

11:00 


P6-1S 

CLASH OF THE TITANS 




fr, 



daily: 

6:00 

8:30 





matinee: 1:00 

3:30 

late show: 

11:15 

OJU 


B31 

THE BOUNTY HUNTER 






daily: 

4:00 

6:30 

9:00 



matinee: 1:30 


late show: 

11:45 


PG-13 

WHY DID 1 GET MARRIED TOO 





daily: 

4:00 

6:45 

9:15 



matinee: 1:30 


late show: 

11:45 


ran 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND 



rr=m- 



daily: 

5:30 

8:15 


r 4> 



matinee: 12:30 

3:00 

late show: 

11:00 

PfLJ 


1 AT PASEO HERENCIA I 

OD 

REPO MEN 






daily: 

6:00 

8:30 




matinee: 12:45 

3:30 

late show: 

11:15 


USJ 

COPOUT 






daily: 

6:15 

9:00 




matinee: 1:00 

3:45 

late show: 

11:30 


rpsi 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 






daily: 

4:15 

6:30 

8:45 

ft. 



matinee: 1:45 


late show: 

11:00 

|)jLJ 


PG-13 

OUR FAMILY WEDDING 






daily: 

5:30 

7:45 

9:45 



matinee: 12:45 

3:00 

late show: 

12:00 


CBS 

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID 






daily: 






matinee: 12:30 

2:45 

late show: 



CE 

GREEN ZONE 






daily: 

4:00 

6:30 

9:15 



matinee: 1:30 


late show: 

12:00 


PG-13 

DATE NIGHT 






daily: 

5:00 

7:30 

9:30 



matinee: 


late show: 

11:45 



DEATH AT A FUNERAL (Co 

medy): A day in 

the life of an 


American family who come together to put a beloved 
husband and father to rest. As mourners gather at the 
family home, shocking revelations, festering resentments, 
ugly threats, blackmail and a misdirected corpse unleash 
lethal mayhem. 
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On the road to 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa 

Brazilians want young 
striker Neymar in World Cup 



130,000 tickets sold in 36 hours 
of final phase 


SAO PAULO (AP)—Forget 
about Ronaldinho. Brazilians 
are hoping to see young sen¬ 
sation Neymar playing in the 
World Cup. 

Neymar scored five times 
in Santos’ 8-1 thrashing of 
Guarani in the round of 16 of 
the Brazilian Cup last 
Wednesday. Another impres¬ 
sive performance by the 18- 
year-old striker has increased 
calls for his place on the na¬ 
tional team in South Africa. 

Until recently, two-time 
FIFA player of the year 
Ronaldinho was the one most 
Brazilians wanted to see re¬ 
turn to the national team. 

The AC Milan playmaker 
had been getting a push from 
Brazilian fans and media who 
wanted coach Dunga to sum¬ 
mon him ahead of the World 
Cup, but the enthusiasm be¬ 
hind his name has steadily 
lost momentum after each 
impressive outing by Neymar 
and his Santos teammates, in¬ 
cluding Robinho, who scored 
twice on Wednesday and has 
virtually secured a World 
Cup spot. 

But not even Robinho is 
getting much attention in 
Brazil these days. Everybody 
is talking about Neymar. 

Brazilian great Pele has 
said he would take the striker 
to the World Cup, and so did 
former national team stars 
Romario and Zico. Many 
current players are also be¬ 
hind Neymar, and the Brazil- 

Advocaat says 
Russia coach 

AMSTERDAM (AP)—Dick 
Advocaat said Friday he is fi¬ 
nalizing a deal to make him 
coach of Russia’s national 
football team. 

Advocaat was speaking a 
day after unexpectedly quit¬ 
ting as Belgium coach less 
than five months before the 
start of its 2012 European 
Championship qualifying 
campaign. 

“I will become Russia’s 
coach like Guus Hiddink be¬ 
fore me, but I have not signed 
yet,” the Dutchman said. 

Hiddink guided Russia to 
the semifinals of Euro 2008 
but failed to qualify for this 
year’s World Cup. He begins 
coaching Turkey in August. 

Advocaat took the Nether¬ 
lands to the 1994 World Cup 
quarterfinals and the Euro 
2004 semis. He coached 
Zenit St. Petersburg to a 
Russian league title and the 



ian media is increasingly say¬ 
ing that Dunga should take 
him to South Africa. 

“After each minute and 
each second that goes by, I 
see myself wearing the Sele- 
cao jersey,” Neymar said. 
“I’ve been trying to play well 
and score goals. Hopefully 
Dunga is watching. The 
dream is not over.” 

Neymar has played for 
Brazil Under-16s and Under- 
17s but never been sum¬ 
moned to the senior national 


UEFA Cup during a three- 
year stint before being fired 
last year. 

Advocaat said he under¬ 
stood the disappointment in 
Belgium, but rejected criti¬ 
cism from Belgian media that 
he was moving to get rich. 

“If I based my decisions 
on money, I would never 
have become Belgium 
coach,” he said. “The most 
important reason is moving 
to a higher level of sport. 
Russia plays at a higher level 
than Belgium and the chance 
of reaching the European 
Championship is better. That 
is the level I’m used to work¬ 
ing at.” 

He said he would not be 
able to combine his Russia 
job with coaching Dutch 
league team AZ Alkmaar, 
which he has managed since 
last December. 


team, and he is running out of 
time to make the final squad 
for the World Cup. 

Dunga has praised the 
youngster, but he is more 
likely to stick with players 
who have been with him since 
he took over the national team 
after the 2006 World Cup. 
Robinho, Adriano, Nilmar 
and Luis Fabiano have been 
Dunga’s regulars so far on at¬ 
tack, and the coach has hinted 
there will be no more sur¬ 
prises to his squad. 

“Every player wants to be 
in the national team,” Ney¬ 
mar said. “It’s everybody’s 
dream and I’m glad to have 
so many people wanting me 
to be in the national team. I’ll 
keep playing hard, hopefully 
there’s a spot left for me.” 

The speedy and skillful 
striker, called by many the 
new Robinho, has caught the 
attention of several European 
clubs. Chelsea reportedly is 
after him, and Santos presi¬ 
dent Luis Alvaro de Oliveira 
Ribeiro told local media on 
Wednesday that he was ap¬ 
proached by Real Madrid of¬ 
ficials seeking to negotiate 
the player’s transfer. 

“NeyMessi,” read a head¬ 
line in the Brazilian sports 
daily Lance on Thursday. The 
Spanish newspaper Marca 
had already called Neymar 
the “Brazilian Messi.” 

Santos’ president said he 
was not willing to sell the 
player in the near future, and 
Neymar said he was not 
thinking about that either. 

“I don’t think it’s time 
yet,” Neymar said. “I’m fo¬ 
cused only on Santos.” 

With the help of Neymar 
and Robinho, the club made 
famous by Pele in the 1960s 
is the hottest team in Brazil¬ 
ian soccer. 

Neymar is the team’s lead¬ 
ing scorer this season with 19. 


JOHANNESBURG (AP)— 
FIFA announced Friday that 
130,000 World Cup tickets 
were sold in the first 36 hours 
of the final phase and 29 of 
the 64 matches are now sold 
out, but a number of less pop¬ 
ular matchups still have un¬ 
sold tickets in all four pricing 
categories. 

FIFA ticketing subcom¬ 
mittee chairman Horst 
Schmidt said there were no 
more seats available for the 
final, both semifinals and the 
opening game between host 
South Africa and Mexico at 
Johannesburg’s Soccer City 
stadium on June 11. 

All matches in the coastal 
cities of Cape Town and Dur¬ 
ban are also sold out. 

“We are very pleased with 
the interest and with the latest 
figures,” Schmidt said. 

FIFA said that as of Fri¬ 
day, the second day of the 
final phase, tickets were still 
available for one quarterfinal 
and the third-place playoff, as 
well as a selection of last 16 
and group games. 

But some less popular 
matches, like South Korea 


versus Greece at the Nelson 
Mandela Bay Stadium in Port 
Elizabeth and Paraguay ver¬ 
sus New Zealand in the north¬ 
ern city of Polokwane, are yet 
to sell out tickets in any of the 
four categories of seats. 

Ten matches still have un¬ 
sold tickets in all four ticket 
categories, including the low¬ 
est priced one for locals. 

Another eight games have 
only sold out the cheapest 
tickets. 

FIFA did not say how 
many tickets had been sold in 
each category, only that some 
were “available”, some had 
“few tickets” and some were 
“unavailable”. 

Local organizers have said 
they will ensure that all 
World Cup games are full to 
avoid shots of empty seats on 
international broadcasts. 

As a result, they may be 
forced to give away free tick¬ 
ets to schools or charities 
which could have an impact 
on the economic benefit of 
the World Cup for the local 
committee, which is counting 
for much of its revenue from 
ticket sales. 



he will be next 
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NBA projecting higher 
salary cap than 
expected 


NEW YORK - The NBA is 
projecting the salary cap to be 
higher than it expected, good 
news for teams preparing for 
this summer's free agency pe¬ 
riod. 

NBA commissioner David 
Stern said on Friday that the 
league is projecting the cap to 
come in at about $56.1 mil¬ 
lion. The actual number won't 
be determined until early 
July, before teams can begin 
officially signing players. 

Though that figure would 
still be lower than this sea¬ 
son's $57.7 million cap, it's 
far better than estimates from 
last summer, when the league 
sent a memo to teams warn¬ 
ing them of a potential sharp 
drop to between $50.4 mil¬ 
lion to $53.6 million. 

A cap in the $56 million 
range is a huge break for a 
team like the New York 
Knicks — whose president 
Donnie Walsh was in the 
room to hear Stern's news 
conference following the 
league's board of governors 


meetings. 

That would mean the 
Knicks could now have more 
than $34 million in cap space, 
enough to give two maxi¬ 
mum salary contracts to play¬ 
ers from the group of LeBron 
James, Dwyane Wade and 
Chris Bosh. Those All-Stars 
will be eligible for first-year 
salaries of about $16.5 mil¬ 
lion if they opt for free 
agency this summer. 

Stern said at the All-Star 
break in February that the 
league was projecting losses 
of about $400 million this 
season, and he predicted Fri¬ 
day they would still be close 
to that. But he credited teams 
for their creative thinking in 
selling tickets and sponsor¬ 
ships in a tough economy, 
and gate revenue is a portion 
of the "basketball-related in¬ 
come" formula that helps de¬ 
termine the cap. 

The cap still could fall 
below Stem's projection, de¬ 
pending on revenues during 
the playoffs. 


Connemara leads 
12-horse field for 
Lexington 

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP)— 
Connemara will try to earn 
his way into the Kentucky 
Derby in the $300,000 Fex- 
ington Stakes on Saturday at 
Keeneland. 

The 3-year-old colt 
trained by Todd Pletcher will 
start from the No. 10 post in 
the 12-horse field. The Fex- 
ington is a final major prep 
for the May 1 Derby. Con¬ 
nemara will be ridden by 
Russell Baze. 

Connemara won the El 
Camino Real Derby in Feb¬ 
ruary and finished third in 
the Fane’s End Stakes at 
Turfway Park last month. 
He currently has $138,500 
in graded stakes earnings 
and would easily move into 
the top 20 in graded earn¬ 
ings by taking home the 
$180,000 winner’s share 
Saturday. 

Pletcher, who has won 
the Fexington in each of the 
last two years, also saddles 
Exhi in the Fexington. 
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LeBron, Cavs ready for title run 


INDEPENDENCE, Ohio 
(AP)—FeBron James didn’t 
smile or crack any jokes. This 
wasn’t the time. 

As his teammates finished 
shooting free throws after 
practice on Thursday night, 
Cleveland’s superstar stood 
against a wall and fixed his 
eyes on an imaginary target 
moving closer by the minute. 

The postseason has ar¬ 
rived, and with it another 
chance at an NBA champi¬ 
onship. 

“I am serious,” James said 
about his sober demeanor. 
“This is the playoffs.” 

James and the Cavaliers, 
who have spent nearly one 
year trying to get over last 
season’s disappointing loss to 
Orlando in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference finals, will begin their 
mn toward a title on Saturday 
when they host the Chicago 
Bulls, a team that beat them 
twice during the regular sea¬ 
son and most recently on 
April 8. 

The Bulls, who in recent 
days have been dealing with 
ugly reports of an altercation 
between coach Vinny Del 
Negro and executive vice 
president of basketball oper¬ 
ations John Paxson, are huge 
underdogs against the 
Cavs—the league’s best team 
all season. 

But despite the perceived 
mismatch and Chicago’s long 
odds, Bulls forward Joakim 
Noah said he and his team¬ 


mates plan “to try to shock the 
world” and upset the Cavs. 

James has other plans. 

“We’re ready for the chal¬ 
lenge,” James said. “I think 
Noah’s a really good player. 
He’s a really good talent. But, 
you know, he asked for us a 
couple week ago and he got 
us. So we’re ready. It’s a dif¬ 
ferent monster they’re going 
to be playing against today.” 

For the first time since 
Feb. 25, the Cavs will take 
the floor with Shaquille 
O’Neal at center. 

After missing 23 games 
following surgery to repair a 
torn right thumb ligament, 
O’Neal has come back rested 
and ready to fulfill his goal of 
winning a championship with 
James. The 7-foot-1 center 
has returned in incredible 
shape, saying he spent the 
down time “eating right, 
swimming, working out, 
doing what I do. It’s all about 
the mission.” 

The “mission” is to deliver 
a championship to Cleveland, 
a city that hasn’t had a pro 
sports title since 1964 and has 
rarely been better positioned 
to have one of its teams win 
it all. 

On the brink of his 204th 
playoff game, O’Neal said 
he’s prepared to help the 
Cavs go as far as possible. 

“It’s a chance for me to do 
something special, personal- 
wise, city-wise, FeBron-wise 
and everybody wise,” he said. 


“We have a pretty good shot 
at it. If we go out and do what 
we’re supposed to do, then 
we’ll be fine.” 

O’Neal said he will not be 
limited by his injury and that 
his thumb will be protected by 
a “fake thingy, jammy, thingy.” 
He’s expecting the Bulls’ best 
shot, but feels the Cavaliers 
should be able to handle it. 

“We got everybody 
healthy,” he said. “We know 
what we have to do and it’s 
going to be a hard battle. We 
know that every team we play 
against is going to be playing 
way above their heads.” 

James has never gone into 
the playoffs with a post 
player—or any teammate — 
like O’Neal, who gives the 
Cavs a unique weapon and 
vital playoff experience. 

“He’s been there,” James 
said. “Shaq has definitely 
played at the highest level. 
He’s played with some of the 
greats. To have one of the 
greats on our team, on our 
side, this time around, it adds 
a dimension to our team that 
we haven’t had in the past. 
It’s going to help us a lot.” 

James, who will likely add 
a second straight MVP award 
to his resume, sat out Cleve¬ 
land’s final four regular-sea¬ 
son games to rest up for the 
playoffs. He doesn’t antici¬ 
pate any rust in Game 1, and 
said the Cavs can’t worry 
about working through any 
kinks early in the series. 



















